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Abstract
Capitalism rests on a legal architecture organized around
a series of binary distinctions. The development of large

transnational corporations has eroded the relevance of
many of these traditional binaries. It is now clear that
traditional oppositions between public and private law on
the one hand, and national and international law on the
other, are all but useful to understand and to govern
private economic powers that craft a global law spanning
beyond Nation States. However, another dichotomy that
marks the traditional legal structure of capitalism remains
very (too) prevalent: it is the one that dissociates business
law, supposedly dedicated to developing economic
transactions, and external regulations, supposed to
remedy the negative externalities and distortions in the
distribution of value that result from these transactions.
The presentation will highlight the need to distance
oneself from this dichotomy, by studying the propensity of
the divide between business law and environmental law to
fuel the ecological crisis. A critical cross-analysis of
business law and environmental law will be proposed,
from which several original reform proposals will emerge.
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